Who made a book against Jovinian;

In which book, too, there was Tertullian,

Chrysippus, Trotula, and Helo'ise

Who was abbess near Paris' diocese;

And too, the Proverbs of King Solomon,

And Ovid's Art, and books full many a one.

And all of these were bound in one volume.

And every night and day 'twas his custom,

When he had leisure and took some vacation

From all his other worldly occupation,

To read, within this book, of wicked wives.

He knew of them more legends and more lives

Than are of good wives written in the Bible.

For trust me, it's impossible, no libel,

That any cleric shall speak well of wives,

Unless it be of saints and holy lives,

But naught for other women will they do.

Who painted first the lion, tell me who? 2

By God, if women had but written stories,

As have these clerks within their oratories,

They would have written of men more wickedness

Than all the race of Adam could redress.

The children of Mercury and of Venus

Are in their lives antagonistic thus;

For Mercury loves wisdom and science,

And Venus loves but pleasure and expense.

Because they different dispositions own,

Each falls when other's in ascendant shown.

And God knows Mercury is desolate

In Pisces, wherein Venus rules in state;

And Venus falls when Mercury is raised;

Therefore no woman by a clerk is praised.

A clerk, when he is old and can naught do

Of Venus' labours worth his worn-out shoe.

Then sits he down and writes, in his dotage.

That women cannot keep vow of marriagel

"But now to tell you, as I started to,
Why I was beaten for a book, pardieu.
a Referring to one of -Esop's fables.
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